[The social environment and consequences in patients with posttraumatic osteomyelitis].
As soon as the extent of damage--especially in infected nonunion with substantial bone defect--becomes clinically apparent, the patient should be fully informed about the possibilities of treatment, which functional result can be expected in an attempt to salvage the extremity and the implications of long-term hospitalization with the necessity for multiple operations on the patient's social and professional rehabilitation. The patient may then decide for himself that early amputation will give him much better chances in his future life.